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SYNOPSIS

1. Format of Policy: The Policy is in the form of an independent legislation distinct from
but co-extensive with the Information Technology Act, 2000 and IT Digital Media
Regulation Rules, 2021 which will establish and constitute an autonomous but
subjective authority to regulate the production, usage, circulation etc. of digital media
over the social media platforms, over-the-top platforms, communication platforms and
other such platforms where such media can be produced, used or circulated etc. within
India.

2. Objects:

a) To establish Digital Media Regulation Authority of India to regulate digital media
platforms by preventing usage, production or circulation of obscene content,
spreading of misinformation causing harm to social order, blasphemy, defamation
and other offences punishable under the Indian Penal Laws (including Indian

Penal Code, Juvenile Justice Act, POCSO Act etc.) being committed over the

Social Media Platforms (“digital media intermediaries”) without breachlng the

privagyof its user$ an¢l considering other landmark precedents esta 11shed

To defineithe constitution, powers, and authority of the DMRAI and makmg same

co-extensive with the laws i n ﬁrﬁ (linclj.ﬁlg%z I‘Ffj’f'a.lﬁﬁll_ P@Wm%on of India,
the Cinematography Act, the Cable TV Networks Act, the Information
Technology Act and other rules, regulations, laws related to the subject of
concern).

To make an efficacious complaint mechanism (both online as well as offline) to
report any violation of the provisions under this Act or provisions of any other Act
as in the manner prescribed under this Act which would ensure speedy redressal
of the complaint by digital enquiry mechanism or by using other technological
instruments including those led by Artificial Intelligence.

To ensure compliance by all the Digital Media Platforms to the regulations set
forth in the Act through enforcement authorities under DMRAL

To ensure compliance by all the users of such Digital Media Platforms to the

regulations set forth in the Act through enforcement authorities under DMRAL
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To provide for punitive measures for non-compliance to the regulations or
directions issued by the DMRAI distinctively against the users as well as the
digital media platforms.

To make the rules co-extensive with other existing rules and regulations for the
time being in force.

To define powers and authority of Parliament, Central Government, State
Governments, Central Judiciary, and State Judiciary with respect to the subject of
concern.

To give reasonable overriding powers to Central Legislature and Central
Government subjected to Judicial Review and on report of the Digital Media
Regulation Council established and constituted under this Act itself.

To mandate certification and registration of all Digital Media Platforms in manner
prescribed under this Act and other any other law if such other law prescribes for
the same.

To reward those digital media platforms and its users which / who aids the DMRAI

in regulation of Digifal Media Platforms in te income tax rebates, corporate

tax rebates and relaxaion.in lﬂ:‘[ efgentage Caat 0 'ao ipility.
To establish redress chafiism throtigh trtbuna r settlemcn® of idisputes

arising oﬁt-of any act or ,'.OI?JiS-LSi'QI.l.b any pelrsgn_ (incluc ng a dirgital media
mtermediary and a sociaﬁn"éddig iﬂtéi‘geﬁgr;)zlwhi&qiy l/i:'ollltgl[ér’any of the
provisions of the Act.

m) To introduce a licensing system for digital media platforms to facilitate regulation
by the DMRAL

3. Subject of Concern

a) Increasing law violations over the Digital Media Platforms.

b) Increasing reports of circulation of obscene content, misinformation, matter
inciting commission of punitive offences under Indian Penal Code, Information
Technology Act etc. including cyber bullying, cyber stalking, fishing, etc.

c) Need for a regulating authority to keep a check on the digital media platforms and
its users to mitigate and indemnify the legal violations and victimization of
innocent, especially minors and women, who are susceptible to obscenity,

violence, digital bulling and many other malevolent digital media.
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An Act to provide for establishment of the Digital Media Regulation
Authority of India for regulation of production, usage, circulation,
publication, and storage of digital media by any person (including any
digital media intermediary); to provide for rules of conduct of its business;
to define its functions and purpose; to establish authorities for timely and
effective management of its affairs;, and establishing a complaint and
redressal mechanism for effective enquiry into reported violations and for

matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
CHAPTER 1

PRELIMINARY

1. Short Title, Extent and Commencement.

(1) This At may be calledthe Digital Media Regulation Act, 2022.
(2) Itiextends to the wholelof d}a imgal — 6 e rl

a)| to allithe citizens of India outside India; and

b) “to all the digital mediaI iﬁgii‘fi@}diﬁiﬁs fétaroﬁs..héﬁl;l ﬁg;iisit%r'fvtilﬁlri?}corporated
outside India transacting their business and managing their state of affairs,
in part or in whole, within India.

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by notification
in the Official Gazette, appoint, and different dates may be appointed for different
provisions of this Act and for different State and any reference in any such provision
to the commencement of this Act shall be construed in relation to any State as a

reference to the coming into force of that provision in that State.

2. Definitions, Explanations and Interpretations.

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
a) “Act” means the Digital Media Regulation Act, 2022;
b) "Appellate tribunal" means the Digital Media Disputes Settlement and
Appellate Tribunal established under this Act;
c) “Authority” means the Digital Media Regulatory Authority of India established

under sub-section (1) of section 4;




“Digital media intermediary” means an intermediary which primarily or solely
enables transmission of digitized content over the internet or computer networks
and includes receiving, storage, transmission, editing or processing of digital
content and includes any social media intermediary and any significant social
media intermediary.

“Digital media” means digitized content that can be transmitted over the internet
or computer networks and includes content received, stored, transmitted, edited
or processed by- an intermediary; or a publisher of news and current affairs
content or a publisher of online curated content;

“Fund” means the Digital Media Regulation Fund constituted under this Act;
“Grievance Officer” means an officer appointed by the intermediary or the
publisher, as the case may be, for the purposes of the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines on Digital Media and Ethics Code) Rules, 2021;
“Grievance” includes any complaint, whether regarding any content, any duties

of an intermediary or publisher under this Act, or other matters pertaining to the

computer resource@f an intermediary or pu T, as the case may be;

“Inter-Departmental c mﬂew ittee
constituted establ t nfor at1 nology

(Intermed1ary Guldehnes on D1g1ta1 Media and Ethics Code). Rules 2021.
“Licensee™ means any &ré{)n 10‘engeg {1€d r‘-:'thls [M;{ Lt'c! 3{) Qtlé as a digital
media intermediary by the licensor;
"Licensor" means the Central Regulatory Authority who grants a licence to
digital media intermediary under this Act;
“Notification” means a notification published in the Official Gazette;
“Opposite parties” means the persons against whom the complaint is filed to the
authorities under this Act;
“Person” means a person as defined in sub-section (31) of section 2 of the
Income tax Act, 1961 (43 of 1961) and includes a digit media intermediary.

0) “Prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

p) “Regulations” means regulations made by the Authority under this Act;

(2) Words and expressions used and not defined in this Act but defined in the
Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000) and the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 shall have

the meanings respectively assigned to them in those Acts.




3. Savings.

The provisions of this Act shall be construed co-extensively with any other law for
the time being in force or in any instrument having effect by virtue of any law other

than this Act, unless the context otherwise requires.
CHAPTER 11

THE DIGITAL MEDIA REGULATION AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Establishment of Digital Media Regulation Authority of India and its Regional
Offices.

(1) The Central Government shall, by notification, establish with effect from such date
as it may specify in that notification, the Digital Media Regulation Authority of
India to be known as the Central Authority to regulate matters relating to

production, usage, circulation, publication, and storage of digital media by any

person.

(2) The.Central Regulat, Authority shall consist of a Chairperson, a Vice-
Chairperson and suchfnumb a N resegibe be
appointed by the Central Go e xerglse tawe anEc rge the

functions under this Act.

(3) The Chairperso:n shall have pfpv[fjegs iof?:gdj@ai @ﬁ@iﬁtép‘ﬂ@pgd drid directions in the
conduct of the affairs of the Central Regulatory Authority and he shall, in addition
to presiding over the meetings of the Authority, exercise and discharge such powers
and functions of the Authority and shall discharge such other powers and functions
as may be prescribed.

(4) The Central Government may appoint one of the members to be a Vice-Chairperson
of the Central Regulatory Authority who shall exercise and discharge such powers
and functions of the Chairperson as may be prescribed or as may be delegated to
him by the Authority.

(5) The headquarters of the Central Regulatory Authority shall be at such place in the
National Capital Region of Delhi, and it shall have regional and other offices in any
other place in India as the Central Government may decide.

(6) Every regional office established shall consist of a superintending Commissioner
and such number of other members as may be prescribed, to be appointed by the

Central Government to exercise the powers and discharge the prescribed functions




under the supervision of the Central Regulatory Authority and the Central
Government.

(7) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, the Inter-departmental
Committee established under its rule 14 may render advice or make
recommendations to aid the Central Regulatory Authority in execution of its
functions and discharge of its powers under this Act.

(8) Any advice rendered or recommendations made by the Inter-departmental
Committee to the Central Regulatory Authority for the purpose of sub-section (7)
shall not be binding on the Central Regulatory Authority.

Qualifications, method of recruitment, etc., of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.

The Central Government may, by notification, make rules to provide for the

qualifications for appointment, method of recruitment, procedure for appointment,

term of office, salaries and allowances, resignation, removal and other terms and

conditions.of .the _seryice of the ChairpersonF Vice Chairperson and other

members|of the Centr eguia therigy.
Vacangy, etc., not to inval p dings 61 Central Qlatory Alﬁri[.

No act'orproceeding of the. I,jlc?legeil I-}eL atio'?/ rAjlthOHtEj ﬂlfil&l e I:}Ilwfhd merely
by reason of—
a) any vacancy in, or any defect in the constitution of, the Central Regulatory
Authority; or
b) any defect in the appointment of a person acting as the Chairperson or as the
Vice-Chairperson or as a member; or
¢) any irregularity in the procedure of the Central Regulatory Authority not
affecting the merits of the case.

Appointment of officers, experts, professionals and other employees of Central
Regulatory Authority.

(1) The Central Government shall provide the Central Regulatory Authority such
number of officers and other employees as it considers necessary for the efficient

performance of its functions under this Act.




(2) The salaries and allowances payable to, and the other terms and conditions of
service of, the officers and other employees of the Central Regulatory Authority
appointed under this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

The Central Regulatory Authority may engage, in accordance with the procedure
specified by regulations, such number of experts and professionals of integrity
and ability, who have special knowledge and experience in the areas of
technology, industry, commerce, administration, or media and entertainment, as

it deems necessary to assist it in the discharge of its functions under this Act.

Procedure of Central Regulatory Authority.

(1) The Central Regulatory Authority shall regulate the procedure for transaction of its
business and allocation of its business amongst the Chairperson, the Vice-
Chairperson and the members as may be specified by regulations.

(2) The Chairperson shall have the powers of general superintendence, direction and

control in respect of all administrative matters of the Central Regulatory Authority

provided _that_the Chairperson may delegate h of his powers relating to

administrative matters|of the a 0
the Vice-Chairperson, a e ft

thesity, hinksfit, to
Central R ule:e thority
(including the Comimissioner of a regional office).

(3) The Central Re:gulatory Auﬂqoﬁtz’? ish;ﬂldlﬁbgﬁ_ifatf @;:'h. ffrﬁfgmﬁ_d t)@gt'e_’@, and shall
observe such rules of procedure in regard to the transaction of business at its
meetings (including quorum at such meetings) as may be provided by regulations.

(4) The Chairperson or, if for any reason, he is unable to attend a meeting of the Central
Regulatory Authority, Vice-Chairperson and in his absence, any other member
chosen by the members present from amongst themselves at the meeting shall
preside at the meeting.

(5) All questions which come up before any meeting of the Central Regulatory
Authority shall be decided by a majority vote of the members present and voting,
and in the event of an equality of votes, the Chair-person or in his absence, the
person presiding, shall have a second or casting vote.

(6) The Central Regulatory Authority may make regulations for the transaction of

business at its meetings.




9. Investigation Wing.

(1) The Central Regulatory Authority shall have an Investigation Wing headed by a
Director-General for the purpose of conducting inquiry or investigation under this
Act as may be directed by the Central Regulatory Authority.

(2) The Central Government may appoint a Director-General and such number of
Additional Director-General, Director, Joint Director, Deputy Director and
Assistant Director, from amongst persons who have experience in investigation and
possess such qualifications, in such manner, as may be prescribed.

(3) Every Additional Director-General, Director, Joint Director, Deputy Director and
Assistant Director shall exercise his powers, and discharge his functions, subject to
the general control, supervision and direction of the Director-General.

(4) The Director-General may delegate all or any of his powers to the Additional
Director-General or Director, Joint Director or Deputy Director or Assistant
Director, as the case may be, while conducting inquiries or investigations under this

Act.

(5) Theinquiriesorthe inviestigations made by the or- General shall be submitted

to the Central Regulat ut y Wo , 1n 6m a@vitll‘r‘such
time, as may be speci r tions.

P fDistrict Collector. ) |- i|.. ot -
O et A daily doze for inquisitors
The District Collector (by whatever name called) may, on a complaint or on a

reference made to him by the Central Regulatory Authority or the Commissioner of
a regional office, inquire into or investigate complaints regarding violations of any
rules, regulations, directions, or orders notified by the Central Regulatory Authority
or any of its regional offices or on matters relating to violation of any rules,
regulations, directions, or orders notified by the Central Regulatory Authority or
any of its regional offices, or commission of any offence punishable under this Act,
within his jurisdiction and submit his report to the Central Regulatory Authority or

to the Commissioner of a regional office, as the case may be.

11. Complaints to authorities.
(1) A complaint relating to violation of any rules, regulations, directions, or orders
notified by the Central Regulatory Authority or any of its regional offices, or
commission of any offence punishable under this Act which is against the interest

of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations




with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, may be forwarded either in
writing or in electronic mode, to any one of the authorities, namely, the Central
Regulatory Authority, or the District Collector or the Commissioner of regional
office within the local limits of whose jurisdiction, —

a) the opposite party or each of the opposite parties, where there are more than
one, at the time of the institution of the complaint, ordinarily resides or
carries on business or has a branch office or personally works for gain; or
any of the opposite parties, where there are more than one, at the time of the
institution of the complaint, actually and voluntarily resides, or carries on
business or has a branch office, or personally works for gain, provided that
in such case the permission of the District Commission is given; or

c) the cause of action, wholly or in part, arises; or

d) the complainant resides or personally works for gain.

(2) A complaint, in relation to violation of rules, regulations, directions or orders

notified by the Central Regulatory Authority or any of its regional offices by any

person, or commissio any offence punisha der this Act which is against
the interest of the soyerei nad tegri ndia, the Securit t tate,
friendly relations with n S, ordef, dec or iorality¥maybe filed

by— ,
1 ) atry natural gerson; b daily doze for inquisitors

b) any body of persons; or

¢) any registered Civil Society, Non-Government Organization or Association,
registered or unregistered; or
any body corporate or firm; or
any juristic person not mentioned in any of the clauses hereinabove;
the Central Government, the Central Authority or the State Government, as
the case may be: Provided that the complaint under this sub-section may be
filed electronically in such manner as may be prescribed.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), no person shall file a
complaint of violation of rules, regulations, directions or orders notified by the
Central Regulatory Authority or any of its regional offices by any digital media
intermediary unless a grievance has been filed to the Grievance Officer appointed

by the digital media intermediaries under rules 3, 11 and 12 of the Information




Technology (Intermediary Guidelines on Digital Media and Code of Ethics) Rules,
2021, at least seven days before the filling of such complaint.

(4) Every complaint filed under sub-section (1) shall be accompanied with such
nominal fee and payable in such manner, including electronic form, as may be
prescribed.

(5) The Central Government shall take such appropriate measures to ensure easy and
effective communication of complaints in electronic mode to either of the
authorities mentioned hereinabove.

(6) The Central Government shall take such appropriate measures to ensure redressal
of complaints within a period of seven working days commencing from the date of

receipt of such complaint.

Functions of the Central Regulatory Authority.
(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21
0f 2001), the functions of the Central Regulatory Authority shall be to—

a) make recommendations, either suo motu or on a request from the licensor,

omthe following matters, namely:-
i. terms and céndi sWet adi@ne i mt@edip

iy revocation of licence for non-compliance of tegins and conditions of
aal A daily doze for inguisitors
iii. efficient regulation of wusage, production, circulation, and
transmission of digital media;
iv. ensuring compliance by the digital media intermediaries to the
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines on Digital Media
and Ethics Code) Rules, 2021;
b) discharge the following functions, namely:—
i. ensure compliance of terms and conditions of licence by the digital
media intermediaries;
ii. efficient regulation of wusage, production, circulation, and
transmission of digital media;
iii. ensuring compliance by the digital media intermediaries to the

Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines on Digital Media

and Ethics Code) Rules, 2021;




iv. ensuring compliance by every person to the rules and regulations
made by the Central Regulatory Authority or the Central
Government under this Act.

. preventing commission of offences punishable under this Act, or the
Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000), or the Indian Penal
Code, 1860 (45 of 1860) or any other penal law for the time being
force in India.

c) levy licensing fees and other charges at such rates and in respect of such
services as may be determined by regulations;

d) perform such other functions including such administrative and financial
functions as may be entrusted to it by the Central Government or as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act:

Provided that the recommendations of the Authority specified under this

sub-section shall not be binding upon the Central Government:

Provided further that if the Central Government having considered that
recommendation of the Authority, comf a prima facze conclusion that

such recommenglation ot efacaep r hall
refer the reco A h0r1 T its o ra n, and
the Authorlty may w1th1n fifteen days from the dat¢ of receipt of such
reference, forward tfu' t'ﬂe' behthpéo'%e enﬂlg Lféc%hige[naatlon after
considering the reference made by that Government. After receipt of further
recommendation if any, the Central Government shall take a final decision.
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions contained in sub-section (1),
the Central Regulatory Authority may, for any of the purposes aforesaid, —
a) inquire or cause an inquiry or investigation to be made into violations of any
rules, regulations, directions, or orders notified by the Central Regulatory
Authority or any of its regional offices, or commission of any offence
punishable under this Act, either suo motu or on a complaint received or on
the directions from the Central Government;
issue directions or orders as may be necessary for efficient discharge of its
functions under this Act,
file complaints against any person who has violated any of the directions,

orders, rules or regulations notified by the Central Regulatory Authority or




any of its regional offices or has committed any offence punishable under
this Act;

spread and promote awareness on the offences committed on digitally and
the complaint mechanism against the same;

encourage non-Governmental organisations and other institutions working
in the domain to co-operate and work with digital media regulation agencies
established under this Act;

issue online notices to alert a potential criminal stating a descriptive warning
regarding the penal actions against the offence being committed or which
has been committed;

advise the Ministries and Departments of the Central and State Governments
on digital media regulation measures;

issue necessary guidelines to prevent commission of offences under this Act;
recommend adoption of international covenants and best international

practices on regulation of digital media to ensure public tranquillity, social

order. i

(3) While discharging it fu ctiﬁuW—sl;lon ot sub- nP the
Authority shall notiact st'thc"interestof théSove ty aid inte#fity Of India,

the secuxity.of. the State, frieridlzl_: rsl@t?qn% with forelzig_n States, ’blic orc}er, decency
oI Adaily doze for inquisitors

(4) The Authority shall ensure transparency while exercising its powers and
discharging its functions.

13. Power of Central Regulatory Authority to refer matter for investigation or to any
other Regulator.

(1) The Central Regulatory Authority may, after receiving any information or
complaint or directions from the Central Government or of its own motion, conduct
or cause to be conducted a preliminary inquiry as to whether there exists a prima
facie case of violation of any rules, regulations, directions, or orders notified by the
Central Regulatory Authority or any of its regional offices, or commission of any
offence punishable under this Act, by any person, which is against the interest of
the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations
with foreign States, public order, decency or morality and if it is satisfied that there
exists a prima facie case, it shall cause investigation to be made by the Director-

General or by the District Collector.




15.

(2) Where, after preliminary inquiry, the Central Regulatory Authority is of the opinion
that the matter is to be dealt with by a Regulator established under any other law for
the time being in force, it may refer such matter to the concerned Regulator along
with its report.

(3) For the purposes of investigation under sub-section (1), the Central Regulatory
Authority, the Director-General or the District Collector may call upon a person
referred to in sub-section (1) and also direct him to produce any document or record

in his possession.

Power of Central Regulatory Authority to pass orders.
Where the Central Regulatory Authority is satisfied on the basis of investigation that
there is sufficient evidence to show violation of any rules, regulations, directions, or
orders notified by the Central Regulatory Authority or any of its regional offices, or
commission of any offence punishable under this Act, by a person, it may pass such

order as may be necessary to effectively execute its functions and discharge its

powers.

Power of|Central Regulatory A ity talissue ctiofi§ a n .
(1) Where the Central Reg omis d a(@ves ati atEh act

or omission~pun_ishable under this Act has been committed byfiany person which is
against the interest of the sov_étreﬁlgﬁti/ a.nd'hﬁegﬁti dlflndileﬂthbl §€btlﬁ[f’ ‘of the State,
friendly relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality or is in
contravention of any rules, regulations, directions or order notified by it prior or such
commission or omission, it may, by order, issue directions to such person, as the
case may be, to discontinue such act or omission or to modify the same in such
manner and within such time as may be specified in that order.

(2) Notwithstanding the order passed under sub-section (1), if the Central Regulatory
Authority is of the opinion that it is necessary to impose a penalty in respect of such
violation, by a person, it may, by order, impose on such person a penalty which may
extend to ten lakh rupees:

Provided that the Central Regulatory Authority may, for every subsequent
contravention by a manufacturer or endorser, impose a penalty, which may extend
to fifty lakh rupees:

Provided further that the fine charged under this section shall be, insofar as feasible,

approportionate to the degree of offence committed by the person.




(4) No person shall be liable to such penalty if he proves that he had published or
arranged for the publication of such media in the ordinary course of his business:
Provided that no such defence shall be available to such person if he had previous
knowledge of the order passed by the Central Regulatory Authority for withdrawal
or modification of such advertisement.

(5) While determining the penalty under this section, regard shall be had to the
following, namely: -

a) the population and the area impacted or affected by such offence;

b) the frequency and duration of such offence; and

c) the vulnerability of the class of persons likely to be adversely affected by
such offence.

(6) The Central Regulatory Authority shall give the person an opportunity of being

heard before an order under this section is passed.

Search and Seizure

(1) For the purpose of conducting an investigation after preliminary inquiry under this

Agct, the Birector-Gengtial or any other officer aiithorised by him i 1n this behalf or
the District Collector, a’n he that

any personghas violated of any rules, regulatlons directions, gr orders notified by
the Central 'Regulatory Autl}grﬁ}_lzqr g}ip}j ﬁ it'f:' rfg;il(.)nah Etiftq? b Iolr lﬁ?rilmltted any
offence punishable under this Act, may, —
a) call upon such person at any time to furnish in writing such information or
explanation relating to its affairs as the Authority may require; or
b) require such person to produce any record, register or other document or
article in his custody or power relating to, or having a bearing on the subject-
matter of such inquiry and also to furnish to the Authority with any such
statement or information relating there-to, as the case may be, required of
him, within such time as may be specified; or
appoint one or more persons to make an inquiry in relation to the affairs of
such person; and
d) direct any of its officers or employees to inspect any record, register or other
document or article of such person.
(2) Where any inquiry in relation to the affairs of any person has been undertaken under

sub-section (1);-




every officer of the Government Department, if such person is a department
of the Government;

every director, manager, secretary or other officer, if such person is a
company; or

every partner, manager, secretary or other officer, if such person is a firm;
or

every other person or body of persons who has had dealings in the course of
business with any of the persons mentioned in clauses (b) and (c), shall be
bound to produce before the Central Regulatory Authority making the
inquiry, all such books of account or other documents in his custody or
power relating to, or having a bearing on the subject-matter of such inquiry
and also to furnish to the Authority with any such statement or information
relating thereto, as the case may be, required of him, within such time as

may be specified.

(3) Every person shall maintain such record, register or other document as may be

prescribed.
(4) The Central Regulatory| A thﬁ:h 1 t powﬁ isSye uﬁrzli‘ius to
any person as it may c proper excetion of its tiofs.

17. Des1gnat10n of any statutory a.uthm:l y or-bed functi s Gentral Regulatory

The Central Government may, if it considers necessary, by notification, designate any
statutory authority or body to exercise the powers and perform the functions of the

Central Regulatory Authority referred to in section 12.

18. Appeal to the Digital Media Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal.
A person aggrieved by any order or direction passed by the Central Regulatory
Authority under sections 14 and 15 may file an appeal to the Digital Media Disputes
Settlement and Appellate Tribunal within a period of thirty days from the date of

receipt of such order or direction.

19. Accounts and Audit.
(1) The Central Regulatory Authority shall maintain proper accounts and other relevant
records and prepare an annual statement of accounts in such form and manner as may

be prescribed in consultation with the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India.




(2) The accounts of the Central Regulatory Authority shall be audited by the Comptroller
and Auditor-General of India at such intervals as may be specified by him and any
expenditure incurred in connection with such audit shall be payable by the Central
Regulatory Authority to the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India.

(3) The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India or any other person appointed by him
in connection with the audit of the accounts of the Central Regulatory Authority shall
have the same rights, privileges and authority in connection with such audit as the
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India generally has, in connection with the audit
of the Government accounts and, in particular, shall have the right to demand the
production of books, accounts, connected vouchers and other documents and papers
and to inspect any of the offices of the Central Regulatory Authority.

(4) The accounts of the Central Regulatory Authority as certified by the Comptroller and
Auditor-General of India or any other person appointed by him in this behalf together
with the audit report thereon shall be forwarded annually to the Central Government

which shall cause the same to be laid before each House of Parliament.

20. Furnishing of annual reparts, etc

(1) The Central Regulation [Aut orahaWre Ece GeYar@suporm,

manner and agsuch time as may be prescribed, an annual report giving full account of
its activities during th i d ther r d- b
its JtivIISSEH M the previos L;Jteéni a.l? I:TEFE 8 }rej .repﬁ\ﬁ i ﬁeltﬁ?S% as may be
directed, and copies of such report and returns shall be forwarded to the Central
Government.

(2) A copy of the annual report received under sub-section (1) shall be laid, as soon as

may be after it is received, before each House of Parliament.

21. Removal and suspension of member from office in certain circumstances.
(1) The Central Government may remove from office any member, who,-

a. has been adjudged an insolvent; or

b. has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the Central
Government, involves moral turpitude; or
has become physically or mentally incapable of acting as a member; or

. has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially

his functions as a member; or
has so abused his position as to render his continuance in office prejudicial to

the public interest.




(2) No such member shall be removed from his office under clause (d) or clause (e) of
sub-section (1) unless he has been given a reasonable opportunity of being heard in

the matter.
CHAPTER II1

THE DIGITAL MEDIA REGULATION ADVISORY COUNCIL OF INDIA
22.  Establishment of Digital Media Regulation Advisory Council of India

(1) The Central Government shall, by notification, establish with effect from such date as
it may specify in that notification, the Digital Media Regulatory Council to be known
as the Central Advisory Council.

(2) The Central Council shall be an advisory council and consist of the following
members, namely:-

a) the Minister-in-charge of the Department of Electronics and Information

Technology in the Central Government, who shall be the Chairperson; and

b)wthe Minister-inseharge of the Departm Electronics and Information

Technology in the Stat \d ;
c¢)| the Ministertin e eme of l@natl anem‘[!sting

in the C_entral Government, who shall be the Chairperden; and

d) the Min'ister-in-charg'é di'_IfEH.e Deﬂeﬁ’ltmﬁ'nf off Iﬁﬂdlﬁ]bﬂ(fni And [Broadcasting
in the State Governments; and

e) such number of other official or non-official members representing such
interests as may be prescribed.

(3) The Central Government may appoint officers and such other employees as it
considers necessary for the efficient discharge of the functions of the Central Advisory
Council under this Act.

(4) The Central Government may, by notification, make rules to provide for the
qualifications for appointment, method of recruitment, procedure for appointment,
term of office, salaries and allowances, resignation, removal and other terms and
conditions of the service of the members of the Central Advisory Council appointed

under sub-section (3).




23.  Procedure for meetings of Central Advisory Council.

(1) The Central Advisory Council shall meet as and when necessary, but at least one
meeting of the Council shall be held every six months.

(2) The Central Advisory Council shall meet at such time and place as the Chairperson
may think fit and shall observe such procedure in regard to the transaction of its

business as may be prescribed.

24. Objects of Central Advisory Council.

The objects of the Central Advisory Council shall be to render advice on regulation
of production, usage, circulation, publication and storage of digital media under
this Act to the Central Regulatory Authority, the Central Government, the State
Governments, the District Collectors and the Commissioners of Regional Offices

of the Central Regulatory Authority.

CHAPTER IV

THE/DIGITAL MEDIA D[U‘T;E SETTLEMENT A PELLATE TRIBUNAL

25. Establishment of the Digital ea)iWett en@ ylleripal.

The CentrallGovernment shall, by notification, establish an Appellate Tribunal to

be known as th:e Digital Mqﬂiqj[}[isjpt%ted Eﬁ:ti]@trfegt."aﬁm ﬂp_gq:liqtt (fribunal to—
a) adjudicate any dispute—
i) between a licensor and a licensee;
ii) between the Central Regulatory Authority and the opposite parties;
iii) between the Central Government and the opposite parties;
iv) or any other dispute arising from the provisions of this Act.
b) hear and dispose of appeal against any direction, decision or order of the

Authority under this Act.

26. Application of Settlement of Disputes and Appeal to the Appellate Tribunal.

(1) The Central Government or a State Government or a local authority or any person
may make an application to the Appellate Tribunal for adjudication of any dispute

referred to in clause (a) of section 24.




(2) The Central Government or a State Government or a local authority or any person
aggrieved by any direction, decision or order made by the Authority may prefer an
appeal to the Appellate Tribunal.

(3) Every appeal under sub-section (2) shall be preferred within a period of thirty days
from the date on which a copy of the direction or order or decision made by the
Authority is received by the Central Government or the State Government or the
local authority or the aggrieved person and it shall be in such form, verified in such
manner and be accompanied by such fee as may be prescribed:

Provided that the Appellate Tribunal may entertain any appeal after the expiry of
the said period of thirty days if it is satisfied that there was sufficient cause for not
filing it within that period.

(4) On receipt of an application under sub-section (1) or an appeal under sub-section
(2), the Appellate Tribunal may, after giving the parties to the dispute or the appeal

an opportunity of being heard, pass such orders thereon as it thinks fit.

(5) The Appellate Tribunal shall send a copy of every order made by it to the parties

to the dispute or the dppeal and to the Centra ulatory Authority, as the case
NI
(6) The application mad ec 0 under sub-

sectiony(2) shall be dealt w1th by itas expedltlously as poss1b1e and endeavour shall
be made by it to dispose of t'ﬁ'e hbpl cdtlgL%fta%peﬂ ﬁn£1 lgfl \'m hdltq'%l fi/ days from
the date of receipt of application or appeal, as the case may be: Provided that where
any such application or appeal could not be disposed of within the said period of
ninety days, the Appellate Tribunal shall record its reasons in writing for not
disposing of the application or appeal within that period.

(7) The Appellate Tribunal may, for the purpose of examining the legality or propriety
or correctness, of any dispute made in any application under sub-section (1), or of
any direction or order or decision of the Central Regulatory Authority referred to
in the appeal preferred under sub-section (2), on its own motion or otherwise, call
for the records relevant to deposing of such application or appeal and make such

orders as it thinks fit.

27. Composition of the Appellate Tribunal.

(1) The Appellate Tribunal shall consist of a Chairperson and such Members to be

appointed, by notification, by the Central Government.




(2) The selection of Chairperson and Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be made
by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of India.
(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act,—
a. the jurisdiction of the Appellate Tribunal may be exercised by the Benches
thereof;
a Bench may be constituted by the Chairperson of the Appellate Tribunal with
one or two Members of such Tribunal as the Chairperson may deem fit;
the Benches of the Appellate Tribunal shall ordinarily sit at New Delhi and at
such other places as the Central Government may, in consultation with the
Chairperson of the Appellate Tribunal, notify;
. the Central Government shall notify the areas in relation to which each Bench
of the Appellate Tribunal may exercise its jurisdiction.
(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (2), the Chairperson of the

Appellate Tribunal may transfer a Member of such Tribunal from one Bench to

another Bench.

(5) If at'any stage of the fearing of any case or ma appears to the Chairperson or
a Member of the Appellat Tﬂflw case or matter 1840 uenf that
itought to be heard b n sisting’of two Members, the casedf matter may

be transferred by the Chairpllersg)n to such Bench as the Chairperson may deem fit.
Adaily doze for inquisitors

28.  Qualifications for appointment of Chairperson and Members.
A person shall not be qualified for appointment as the Chairperson or a Member
of the Appellate Tribunal unless he—
(a) in the case of Chairperson, is, or has been, a Judge of the Supreme Court
or the Chief Justice of a High Court;
(b) in the case of a Member, has held the post of Secretary to the Government
of India or any equivalent post in the Central Government or the State
Government for a period of not less than two years or a person who is
well versed in the field of technology, industry, commerce,

administration, or media and entertainment.

29.  Term of office.
The Chairperson and every other Member of the Appellate Tribunal shall hold

office as such for a term not exceeding three years from the date on which he




enters upon his office: Provided that no Chairperson or other Member shall hold
office as such after he has attained,—
(a) in the case of Chairperson, the age of seventy years;

(b) in the case of any other Member, the age of sixty-five years.

30. Vacancies.
If, for reason other than temporary absence, any vacancy occurs in the office of
the Chairperson or a Member of the Appellate Tribunal, the Central Government
shall appoint another person in accordance with the provisions of this Act to fill
the vacancy and the proceedings may be continued before the Appellate Tribunal

from the stage at which the vacancy is filled.

31. Removal and resignation.
(1) The Central Government may remove from office, the Chairperson or any

Member of the Appellate Tribunal, who—

(a) has been adjudged an insolvent; or

(b).has.been,copyicted of an offence whichs in the opinion of the Central
Governmentyjinvol u
in¢apab

VeSO i
(c) has become caa m

lactiys &ehL.erson
ora Member; or

(d) has e:icquired such ﬁtfahcmlddfl i)ﬂlefr:liﬁtéf&sfq |4 ’ustJ[lﬂ([éI-'y to affect
prejudicially his functions as the Chairperson or a Member; or

(e) has so abused his position as to render his continuance in office
prejudicial to the public interest.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the Chairperson or a
Member of the Appellate Tribunal shall not be removed from his office on the
ground specified in clause (d) or clause (e) of that sub-section unless the Supreme
Court on a reference being made to it in this behalf by the Central Government,
has, on an enquiry, held by it in accordance with such procedure as it may specify
in this behalf, reported that the Chairperson or a Member ought on such ground or
grounds to be removed.

(3) The Central Government may suspend from office, the Chairperson or a Member
of the Appellate Tribunal in respect of whom a reference has been made to the
Supreme Court under sub-section (2), until the Central Government has passed an

order on receipt of the report of the Supreme Court on such reference.




32. Staff of Appellate Tribunal.
(1) The Central Government shall provide the Appellate Tribunal with such officers
and employees as it may deem fit.
(2) The officers and employees of the Appellate Tribunal shall discharge their
functions under the general superintendence of its Chairperson.
(3) The salaries and allowances and other conditions of service of such officers and

employees of the Appellate Tribunal shall be such as may be prescribed.

33. Distribution of business amongst Benches.
Where Benches are constituted, the Chairperson of the Appellate Tribunal may,
from time to time, by notification, make provisions as to the distribution of the
business of the Appellate Tribunal amongst the Benches and also provide for the

matters which may be dealt with by each Bench.

34. Power of Chairperson to transfer cases.

On the application of any of the parties and after notice to the parties, and after

hearing such of the he may desire to be ? or on his own motion without

such| notice, the Chatrperso
pending before one PO

a Y‘ ? rlcase
35. Decision to,be by majority.

If'the Members of a Bencff'cblnmgtlhg"j)?t‘é\% I{/Igmbé;]sfhlrhle? ltlglgiﬁion on any

point, they shall state the point or points on which they differ, and make a reference
to the Chairperson of the Appellate Tribunal who shall hear the point or points
himself and such point or points shall be decided according to the opinion of the

majority who have heard the case, including those who first heard it.

36. Members, etc., to be public servants.
The Chairperson, Members and other officers and employees of the Appellate
Tribunal shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning of section 21

of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860).

37.  Civil Courts not to have jurisdiction.
No civil court shall have jurisdiction to entertain any suit or proceeding in respect
of any matter which the Appellate Tribunal is empowered by or under this Act to

determine and no injunction shall be granted by any court or other authority in




respect of any action taken or to be taken in pursuance of any power conferred by

or under this Act.

38. Procedure and powers of Appellate Tribunal.

(1) The Appellate Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down by the Code
of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908), but shall be guided by the principles of
natural justice and, subject to the other provisions of this Act, the Appellate
Tribunal shall have powers to regulate its own procedure.

(2) The Appellate Tribunal shall have, for the purposes of discharging its functions
under this Act, the same powers as are vested in a civil court under the Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908), while trying a suit, in respect of the following
matters, namely:—

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and examining
him on oath;

(b) requiring the discovery and production of documents;

(c) receiving evidence on affidavits;

(d)psubject to thIprovisions of sections 123 and 124 of the Indian Evidence

Act, 1872 (1fof 7aqang y p@ rew}} o@urp ora

copy of such record or document, from any office;

(e) issuing commissi%nsﬁ(_):;.r fh"j" exﬂﬁliﬂ%ﬁf)ﬂ .of wiv.ftﬂeﬁﬁe% IUE ﬂ([\célments;

(f) reviewing its decisions;

(g) dismissing an application for default or deciding it, ex parte;

(h) setting aside any order of dismissal of any application for default or any
order passed by it, ex parte; and

(1) any other matter which may be prescribed.

(3) Every proceeding before the Appellate Tribunal shall be deemed to be a judicial
proceeding within the meaning of sections 193 and 228, and for the purposes of
section 196 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) and the Appellate Tribunal shall
be deemed to be a civil court for the purposes of section 195 and Chapter XX VI
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974).

39. Right to legal representation.
The applicant or appellant may either appear in person or authorise one or more

legal practitioners to present his or its case before the Appellate Tribunal.




Explanation.—For the purposes of this section, “legal practitioner” means an
advocate, vakil or an attorney of any High Court, and includes a pleader in

practice.

40. Appeal to Supreme Court.

(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of
1908) or in any other law, an appeal shall lie against any order, not being an
interlocutory order, of the Appellate Tribunal to the Supreme Court on one or more
of the grounds specified in section 100 of that Code.

(2) No appeal shall lie against any decision or order made by the Appellate Tribunal
with the consent of the parties:
provided that the consent of all the parties shall be free:
Explanation.— Consent is said to be free when it is not caused by coercion, undue

influence, fraud,

misrepresentation, or mistake of fact. Consent is said to be so caused when it

would not have been given but for the existence of such coercion, undue

influenge, fraud, misgepresentation or mistak
(3) Every|appeal under this cLahEWefe ed v@ aYod@linpdays

from the date of the decision or order appealed against:

Provided that the!S Couirtim, i fte iry of th
el P COVE i A K 3ppert AT {(prgpiry of the

said period of ninety days, if it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by

sufficient cause from preferring the appeal in time.

41. Orders passed by Appellate Tribunal to be executable as a decree.
(1) An order passed by the Appellate Tribunal under this Act shall be executable by
the Appellate Tribunal as a decree of civil court, and for this purpose, the Appellate
Tribunal shall have all the powers of a civil court.
(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the Appellate Tribunal
may transmit any order made by it to a civil court having local jurisdiction and

such civil court shall execute the order as if it were a decree made by that court.




CHAPTER V

LICENSING OF DIGITAL MEDIA INTERMEDIARIES

42. Digital Media Intermediary not to be operated except after registration.
(1) No person shall operate a digital media intermediary unless he is registered as a

cable operator under this Act.

43. Registration as a Digital Media Intermediary.

(1) Any person who is desirous of operating or is operating a digital media
intermediary may apply for registration or renewal of registration, as a digital
media intermediary to the Central Regulatory Authority.

(2) The digital media intermediary shall fulfil such eligibility criteria and conditions
as may be prescribed and different eligibility criteria may be prescribed for
different categories of digital media intermediaries.

(3) An application under sub-section (1) shall be made in such form and be

accompanied by such documents and fees as may be prescribed.

(4) On receipt of the @app at10n the Central Regulatory Authority shall satisfy itself

that the japplicant has re nfo e 'Fsub-
section (3) and on being so sa 1sﬁe egister the applicant as a digit edia

1ntermed1ary and grant hima fjer_.tllﬁcat ejof regsfratlon[gl)f: rElFY:nl ?jregéstratlon as
the case may be, subject to such terms and conditions as inay be prescribed under
sub-section (5):
Provided that the Central Regulatory Authority may, if it is satisfied that the
applicant does not fulfil the eligibility criteria and conditions prescribed under sub-
section (2) or the application is not accompanied by necessary documents or fees
as prescribed under sub-section (3), and for reasons to be recorded in writing, by
order, refuse to grant its registration or renewal, as the case may be, and
communicate the same to the applicant:
Provided further that the applicant may prefer an appeal against the order of the
Central Regulatory Authority refusing grant or renewal of registration to the
Central Government.

(5) Without prejudice to the compliance of eligibility criteria for registration of digital

media intermediaries, the Central Government may prescribe, having regard to the

interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly




relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, foreign relation or
contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence, such terms and
conditions of registration including additional criteria or conditions to be fulfilled
by the digital media intermediaries.

(6) The Central Government may suspend or revoke the registration granted under
sub-section (4) if the cable operator violates one or more of the terms and
conditions of such registration:

Provided that no such order of suspension or revocation shall be made without

giving reasonable opportunity of being heard to the cable operator.
CHAPTER VI

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

44. Offences by companies.

(1) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a company, every person

who at the time the offence was committed was in charge of, and was respon51ble

to, thegeompany forithe conduct of the bysiness o comp s the
company, shall be off y:ll iable to be

proceeded against and punished accordingly:

Provided that nothing coﬁaiﬂl jin thaflﬁu&ﬁefz Hon slhlaf.l E?Pdﬁ Hy s such person
liable to any punishment pr0V1ded in this Act if he proves that the offence was
committed without his knowledge or that he has exercised all due diligence to
prevent the commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), where an offence under
this Act has been committed by a company and it is proved that the offence has
been committed with the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to, any
neglect on the part of any director, manager, secretary or other officer of the
company, such director, manager, secretary or other officer shall also be deemed
to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and
punished accordingly.

Explanation.—For the purposes of this section,—
a. “company” means any body corporate and includes a firm or other
association of individuals; and

b. “director”, in relation to a firm, means a partner in the firm.




45. Offences by Government Departments.

(1) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by any
Department of Government, the Head of the Department shall be
deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded
against and punished accordingly unless he proves that the offence was
committed without his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence
to prevent the commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) where an
offence under this Act has been committed by a Department of
Government and it is proved that the offence has been committed with
the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part
of, any officer, other than the Head of the Department, such officer shall
also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be

proceeded against and punished accordingly.

46. Penalty for.contraventiop,of orders or directions uthorlty

If a person violates directio all able
with fine which to h pee ond or
y lakh

subsequent offence with fine which may extend to twent rupees and in the

case_of contmulng contl;b,vgpgq)n'-‘-w_fhg g(@ltfl@él ﬂr[q | whig inay, extend to
twenty lakh rupees for every day during which the default continues: provided
that the fine charged under this section shall be, insofar as feasible,

approportionate to the degree of offence committed by the person.

47. Penalty for wilful failure to comply with orders of Appellate Tribunal.
If any person wilfully fails to comply with the order of the Appellate Tribunal, he
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to ten lakh rupees and in case of
a second or subsequent offence with fine which may extend to twenty lakh rupees
and in the case of continuing contravention with additional fine which may extend
to two lakh rupees for every day during which such default continues: provided
that the fine charged under this section shall be, insofar as feasible,

approportionate to the degree of offence committed by the person.




CHAPTER VII

MISCELLANEOUS

48.  Grants by Central Government.
The Central Government may, after due appropriation made by Parliament by law
in this behalf, make to the Authority grants of such sums of money as are required
to pay salaries and allowances payable to the Chairperson and the members and the
administrative expenses including the salaries, allowances and pension payable to

or in respect of officers and other employees of the Authority.

49. Fund.
(1) There shall be constituted a fund to be called the Digital Media Regulatory
Authority of India General Fund and there shall be credited thereto—
a. all grants, fees and charges received by the Central Regulatory Authority under
this Act; and

all sums received by the Authority from such other sources as may be decided

upon by the Central|Government.

(2) The Hund shall be applied or W I Q g
a. the salaries and allowances payable to the Chairpetson agd members and the

admmlstratwe expenses 1.pclud1ng the sala- r1 , allowances an. pensmn payable
RaiR At e Ts ntun ors.

to or in respect of ofﬁcers and otHer employees of the uthorlty, and

b. the expenses on objects and for purposes authorised by this Act.

50. Power of Central Government to issue directions.

(1) The Central Government may, from time to time, issue to the Authority such
directions as it may think necessary in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity
of India, the security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States, public
order, decency or morality.

Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions, the Authority shall, in exercise of
its powers or the performance of its functions, be bound by such directions on
questions of policy as the Central Government may give in writing to it from time
to time: Provided that the Authority shall, as far as practicable, be given an
opportunity to express its views before any direction is given under this sub-

section.




(3) The decision of the Central Government whether a question is one of policy or

not shall be final.

51. Power to prohibit transmission of certain digital media in public interest.
Where the Central Regulatory Authority or the Central Government, thinks it
necessary or expedient so to do in the public interest, he may, by order, prohibit
any person from transmitting or re-transmitting any digital media if, it is not in
conformity with the prescribed ethics code under the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 or if it is
likely to promote, on grounds of religion, race, language, caste or community or
any other ground whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-
will between different religious, racial, linguistic or regional groups or castes or

communities or which is likely to disturb the public tranquillity.

52.  Power to prohibit operation of any digital media intermediary in public interest.

(1) Where the Central Government thinks it necessary or expedient so to do in

public interests it may prohibit the operatio ny digital media intermediary
in such areas as 1E, ti F i this
behalfl a ‘w y e 11

X

(2) Where the Central Government thinks it necessary or expgdient so to do in the
interest of the- H -.J-:I ¥ dljier:'. [‘Iij|?:-|J[|:|r5
a. sovereignty or integrity of India; or
b. security of India; or
c. friendly relations of India with any foreign State; or
d. public order, decency or morality, it may, by order, regulate or prohibit
the transmission or re-transmission of any digital media.

(3) Where the Central Government considers that any digital media used, stored,
circulated, or transmitted by any digital media intermediary is not in conformity
with the prescribed ethics code under the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, it may
by order, regulate or prohibit the transmission or re-transmission of such

programme.

53. Members, officers and employees of Authority to be public servants.
All members, officers and other employees of the Authority shall be deemed,

when acting or purporting to act in pursuance of any of the provisions of this Act




to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code

(45 of 1860).

54. Bar of jurisdiction.
No civil court shall have jurisdiction in respect of any matter which the Authority

is empowered by or under this Act to determine.

55. Protection of action taken in good faith.
No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Central
Government or the Authority or any officer of Central Government or any
member, officer or other employees of the Authority for anything which is in
good faith done or intended to be done under this Act or the rules or regulations

made thereunder.

56. Exemption from tax on wealth and income.

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Wealth-tax Act, 1957 (27 of 1957),

the Income-tax Act, 1961 (43 of 1961), or any other enactment for the time being

n force relating to tax on wealth, income, 1ts or gains, the Authority shall
not bel liable to payfwealth® rw. 0 ee tF!helr
wealth, income,| pr dertve
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The Authority may, by general or special order in writing, delegate to any
member, officer of the Authority or any other person subject to such conditions,
if any, as may be specified in the order, such of its powers and functions under
this Act (except the power to settle dispute under Chapter IV and to make

regulation under section 36) as it may deem necessary.

58. Cognizance of offences.
(1) No court shall take cognizance of any offence punishable under this Act or the
rules or regulations made thereunder, save on a complaint made by the
Authority.
(2) No court inferior to that of a Chief Metropolitan Magistrate or a Chief Judicial
Magistrate of first class shall try any offence punishable under this Act.




59. Power to make rules.
(1) The Central Government may, by notification, make rules for carrying out the
purposes of this Act.
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power,
such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:—

a. the salary and allowances payable to and the other conditions of service
of the Chairperson and members; the allowance payable to the part-time
members; and the allowance payable to the part-time members under
this Act;

. the powers and functions of the Chairperson under this Act;
the procedure for conducting an inquiry made; the salary and allowances
and other conditions of service of officers and other employees of the
Authority; and the salary and allowances and other conditions of service

of officers and other employees of the Authority under this Act;

. the category of records, registers or other documents which are required
to be mamlmed the form, the ma: of its verification and the fee

under this
the salary

le to*and Q ter}s anendli‘:ns of

serv1ce of the Chalrperson and other Members of the Appellate Tribunal
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the salary and allowances and other conditions of service of the officers

and employees of the Appellate Tribunal under this Act;

any other power of a civil court required to be prescribed under this Act;
. the manner in which the accounts of the Authority shall be maintained

under this Act;

the time within which and the form and manner in which returns and

report are to be made to the Central Government under this Act;

any other matter which is to be, or may be, prescribed, or in respect of

which provision is to be made, by rules.

60. Power to make regulations.
(1) The Authority may, by notification, make regulations consistent with this Act

and the rules made thereunder to carry out the purposes of this Act.




(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such
regulations may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:-

a. the times and places of meetings of the Authority and the procedure to be
followed at such meetings under this Act, including quorum necessary
for the transaction of business;

. the transaction of business at the meetings of the Authority under this
Act;
matters in respect of which record is to be maintained by the authority
under this Act; and

d. levy fees on licensing of digital media intermediaries under this Act.

61. Rules and regulations to be laid before Parliament.
Every rule and every regulation made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as
may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session,
for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two
or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately

following the sessign or the successwe sessigns aforesald both Houses agree in

0
making any modifigati L gu ion r re h t the

rule or regulation should not be made, the rule or regulationishall thereafter have
effeet‘only"in such mod.uﬁe,d ijI %.f ]F%Ie'ffeﬁtfﬁ_ ‘:-ei fﬁ? M)may be; so,
however, that any such modlﬁcatlon or annulment shall be without prejudice to

the validity of anything previously done under that rule or regulation.

62. Application of certain laws.
The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to the provisions of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000) and the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 and, in
particular, nothing in this Act shall affect any jurisdiction, powers and functions
required to be exercised or performed by the Inter-Departmental Committee
established under Rule 14 of the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 in relation to any area

falling within the jurisdiction of the Committee under the said Rules.

63. Power to remove difficulties.
(1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central

Government may, by order, published in the Official Gazette, make such




provisions not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as may appear to be
necessary for removing the difficulty:

Provided that no order shall be made under this section after the expiry of two
years from the date of commencement of this Act.

Every order made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is

made, before each House of Parliament.

|Lawfoyer
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